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The PRESIDENT took the Clair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—HARBOUR WORKS,
GERALDTON.

Flun. Sir 5. H. WITTENOGOM asked the
Colonial Seerctary: 1, Whether the present
works being carried out ab the port of Ger-
aldlon are recommended by the experts and
engineers as being the best scheme for pro-
viding a safe and commodious harbour, in-
cluding the Point Moore proposal; or, 2,
Whether the present scheme is the best al-
ternative after exclpding the Point Moore
scheme?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes, having regard fo economy of con-
struction and cost of future maintenance.
2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—PIPE MANUFACTURE,
CORST.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What is the priee the Gov-
ernment are paying to Messrs. Monteath
Bros. for 12in. cast-iron pipes? 2, What
are the Water Supply Depariments in the
Eastern States paying for similar pipes?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The contraect was made in July, 1914, for
five years for sizes up to 18in. at £10 15s.
per lon, hased on priee of pig iron at incep-
tion of contract, viz., £4 4s. 6d. per ton ¢.i.f.
Tremantle, prices te flucivate according to
fluctuations in cost of pig iron. The price
being paid to-day is £14 17s. 10d. per ton. 2,
Vietorin—Cast iron pipes 9in, dia. £11 6d.
per ten; cast iron pipes 12in. dia. £10 7s.
per ton; cast iron pipes 15in. dia. £11 10s.
per ton. Adelaide—Sin. and npwards £9 8s.
per ton. (Note—Made at the State works.
Prices abhout to be increased to £11 5s.}
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Queensland—Yin. and upwards £11 10s. per
ton. (Old contract price. Anticipate con-
siderable inerease shortly due to rise in pig
iron.) Sydney—£9 8s. 6d. (New South
Wales is operating under a contraet made
in January, 1907, whieh expires in Decem-
ber, 116, so that their price cannot be re-
garded as applying to the present siluation.
To-day’s quotation is £10 10s. per ton f.o.b.
Sydney. Freight and eharges would amount
to £2 1s. 3d. per ton Fremantle.)

QUESTION—WHEAT POOLING
SYSTEM.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY asked the Col-
onial Secretary: Is it the intention of the
Government to continue the pooling of
wheat during the coming season under the
same conditions as last year?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
The Commonwealth and the four wheat-
exporting Slates are favourable to confinu-
ing the pooling of the wheat for the pur-
pose of marketing the 1916-17 harvest, and
it is contemplated holding a econference of
State Ministers early next month with a view
to determining the neccssary conditions.

QUESTTON—STATE FERRIES.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What were the total receipts
from (he ferries for the year ended 30th
June, 19162 2, What was the total expendi-
ture for the same year? 3, What sum was
paid for the purchase of the ferries? 4,
What was the eost of the s.s. “Perth”? 5,
What was the total ecapitalisation on lst
July, 1915, and 30th June, 1916, respect-
ively? 6, What sums were wriiten off as
depreciation or otherwise for the year ended
30th June, 1916, in respect of—{a) the
boats originally purchased; (b) the ss.
“Perth”?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
1, £5,596 16s. 11d. 2, £5952 12s, 44, 3,
£4,295 (ineluding plant and equipment, and
excluding s5.5. “Perth.”}) 4, Contract eost,
£7,958 2s. 11d.; cost at 30th June, 1916,
£8,268 9s. 114, 5, 1915, £12,758 10s. 9d.;
1916, £12,758 10s. 9d. 6, (a) £292 8s. 1d.;

(b) £301 7s. 5d.
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QUESTION—WORKERS" BOMES,
LEASEHOLD CONDITIONS.

Hon. H. CARSON asked the Colonial
Seeretary: 1, How many workers’ homes
under leasehold have been given up by
original holders? 2, How many workers’
lomes under leasehold are now without ten-
ants? 3, What was the cost of such unten-
anfed homes, if any?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, 81. 2, 3. 3, £438, £476, £418.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By ihe Coloninl Seeretary: 1, Plans and
reports of Mr, Ramsbotham’s proposals for
The Bunbury harbour (ordered on motien by
Hon. J. Ewing). 2, Papers, reports, and
recommendations in connection with the pre-
Nminary surveys and inspection regarding
a hetter grade for a railway from Collie to
Bunbury (ordered on motion by Hon. J.
Ewing). 3, Vermin Boards Act, Amend-
ment of Regulation 37.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth day—Amendment.

Debate resumed from the 21st September.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Souih) [440}: I
wish to join the other members in eongratu-
lating the Colonial Secretary and Dr. Saw
npon ohtaining Ministerial promotion. I can
say without any flattery thai Mr. Colebateh
is certainly well qualified to lead the House,
and I am sorry that Dr. Saw is not present
to assist him, although 1 feel sure that we
all acknowledge and appreciate his action
in going away as bhe has done. Dr. Saw
would have heen of great assistance to the
Medical Department at the present time,
especially when Ihe administration of the
new Health Aet is taken into consideration.
Tt is to be deplored that there have
been so many deaths of Lorn. members of
this Honse in recent vears. During the last
six vears these have numbered no fewer than
eight, a position which is somewhat sadden.
ing to all of us. In looking round about me
T find that. although T have been in this
Chamber for ahout six years only, I am
standing sometbing like ninth or temth in
order of sentority. With regard to the Ad-
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dress-in-reply, 1 for one would like to follow
the direction that you, Mr. President, gave,
ramely that ouwr criticism should be devoted
towards the good of the eountry vather than
that it should be in the direction of personal
advantage. There is cne thing I regret and
it is that we have not had anything like a
statement justifying the action of the two
parties in combining (o oppose the Lahoar
party. We have read the statement of the
leader of the Country party in another place
and so far as I can see, he did not say any-
thing fo juskify the course his party took in
allowing themselves to be swallowed up by
the Liberals, and so far as hon. members
wha have spoken in this Chamber are con-
cerned, it seems to me that the only exeuse
they oftered was that some njury had heen
done to someone by the Industries Assist-
ance Board. One hon. member stated that
the Lahonr Government had heen tried and
had failed to make good, hut oniy the bare
statement was made, no figures were given fo
show in which direction the Lahour Govern-
ment had fatled to make good, except in re-
ward to some letters written by the Tndustries
Assistance Board. 1f the gentleman who
received those letters had interviewed the
Minister, he no donbt wonld have received
some satisfaction. 1 lhought that the chanze
which lately came about would have been
justified in Parliament. The real leader of
the Country party admilied, in the eourse of
some remarks, that there was not a solitary
member in his party who was qualified to
lead, That seems to me to he the justi-
fication for allowing the Liberal party to
swallow them. The leader of this House
stated that the Liberals had sacrificed no
prineiple in allying themselves to the Coun-
try party. Il seems to me that they have
saerificed almost every prineiple, and 1ihe
pringiple of independence. The Liberals
are absolutely at the merey of the Coun-
iry party and the Country party has
had the eourage to tell them so. Mr.
Prowse, whe is one of the executive of the
Country party, stated at the conference whieh
was held some time back, that they were
now the dictators of the Government, a
statement whieh ealled forth an objection
from Mr. Allen. Tt seems to me to he
the most sordid political partnership T
know of. 1 have heard of a good many
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politieal parinerships but 1 have koewn of
very few as bad as the present onc. I desire
to refer to the remarks of the leader of the
House when he stated there had been an in-
crease of Liberal sentiment throughout the
couniry. I do not koow where that comes
in. 1 have tried e analyse it and tried to
find out where it comes from. In the
May clections of the Legislative Coun-
cil the only party which lost seats was the
Liberal party. This party lost two seats to
the Labour party and one to the Country
party. My hon. friend, Mr. Ewing, did
not stand as a sftraight out Liberal can-
didate, but was partly independent in his
views. DPossibly had he come siraight out
on the hustings as a Liberal candidate, he
also might have lost his seat to his opponent.
What has happened in the case of Mr. Ham-
ersley’s election? Before the Liberal Gov-
ernment took office, despite the fact that Mr.
Hamersley has sat here for something like
12 years, he conld only win the election on
the casting vote of the returning officer. The
Colonial Secretary lias stated that, because
of the inerease in the number of votes re-
ceived by Mr. Flawnersley on the second oc-
caston of his going up for election, after the
Liberal Government had taken office, this
showed an increase in Liberal sentiment
amongst the people. T thinlk that the atti-
tude of the Government in abolishing {er-
minal charges, and in reducing freights, had
a good deal to do with the eleetion. The
farmers would ceriainly have been foolish if
they had turned down the Liberal candidate
after material efforts had been made to im-
prove their lot, T am inclined to say at the
expense of the ecountry. But I cannot for the
life of me see where any justification exists
for saying that there has been an increase in
Liberal sentiment throughout the country.
Lei us turn to the Coolgardie election. We
are supposed to bave lost ground there, but
we find that the Labour candidate was re-
tarned with a bigger majority than ever be-
fore. The Labour party has been increasing
that majority from the time when a Liberal
candidate held the Coolgardie seat until the
last election, when a Labour candidate was
returned with a bigger majority than ever
before. With regard to the mining industry,
the leader of the House tells us that it is
still our greatest asset. It may continue to

19

be our greaiest asset for many years to come
if the industry is fostered in the right direc-
tion. [ do not think that mueh more eould
he done in the direction of fosfering the
mining industry than was accomplished by
Mr. Collier, the late Minister for Mines. If
ke Liberal Government can do as well as
he dird, we shall not have yery mueh to cor-
plain about. The primary industries of the
Slate may be said to be in a very precarious
position, but I do not think that is alte-
gether the fanlt of State polities. In my
opinion"the making or marring of the pri-
mary industries of Australia is in the hands
of the Federal Government or the Federal
I’arliament. | am not going to mention any
one party or another, but I do say that the
Aunstralian poliey in reference to primary
industries is absolutely a ruinous one. I am
inclined to think that unless some change
takes place during the next few years, there
may be something in the statement that
farming and mining will not pay, and per-
haps some of the other primary industries
will not pay either. Speaking about the
mining industry, I, for one, am very glad
indeed that the Minister for Mines was able
to eftect a seitlement of the recent trouble
on the goldfields.

Hon. R. &. Ardagh: Has he seftied it?

Hon. J. E. DPODD: 1 was one of those
who waited on the Premier and the Hon.
R. T. Robinson, and strongly advised the
latter te visit the goldfields as soon as he
could. Whatever Government may be in
prower, it is due fo the Minister whoe has
under his eontrol any partienlar industry,
to endeavour personally to settle any dis-
pute that may arise in connection with
such industry., -I would point out that
the Labour Government did this and
settled quite a number of dispuies.
There is a very great difference hetween
the publicity which has heen given to the
settlement of this dispute by a Liberal Gov-
ernment and the settlement of other dis-
nutes of the kind by a Labour Government.
1 am sure that no one desires to take away
from the Government any eredit in con-
nection with the particular trouble I refer
to. hut matters reached this pitch that it
appeared that no issue of any newspaper
eould be made without some reference to the
gettlement of the trouble being contained in
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it. I ecould detail quite a number of
troubles that were settled during the 4'%
years the Labour Government were in of-
fice, troubles that were equally as great in
importance as the recent trouble, but of
which very little was heard. For instance,
there was a great difference between the at-
titnde of the Chagber of Mines in Kalgoor-
lie in connection with this sirike, and the
attitude of the Employers’ Federation here
in conneetion with the carpenters’ strike.
In the former ease the Chamber of Mines
met the Minister and discussed Wwith him
what could be done, and agreed to a con-
ference. On the other hand, when the ear-
penter’s strike took place, the Employers’
Federation abselutely refused, even at the
request of the earpenters, to see whether
or not the trouble counid be settled. That is
the. difference hetween the two organisa-
tions. I would like to say a word or two
in reference to enemy subjects. It seems
to me, sinee the publieation of the evidence,
that the men were absolutely justified in
the stand that they took. A good many
people are of opinion that they were not so
justified, but sinee the publication of the
evidence as a result of the inquiry, I think
every right thinking person must be of
opinion that the men were justified up to
the very hilt in the stand they took. What
can we say of the mine manager wlo, when
the foreigners themselves went to him and
told him that certain of their ecompatriots
were disloyal, still refused to dismiss them.
I think an employer of labour who is respon-
sible for this sort of thing is just aboul as
disloyal as he eould be, because he must
know perfectly well that in persisting in
employing such persons he was only eourt-
ing trouble and disaster. In eonnecefion
with a good deal of the other evidence which
has been talken, we find that guite a num-
ber uf foreigners who have been giving evi-
denee have stated that it was immaterial
to them which side won, whether the Allies
or the Central Powers. To ask men to work
with such persons who are so manifestly
disloyal as these men, is, I think, asking
a little too much. In regard to this matter,
there seems to be a eurious likeness between
the independent workers of the world and
this Chamber. 1 am eurious to find out
where this exists.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. W, Kingsmill: What do you call
that species of crime, a mare’s nestd

Hon. J. E. DODD: I am not going to say
that they may be compared from the stand-
point of slowing down, but might with
some justification say that, however. Where
1 want to compare the independent workers
of the world with this Chamber ts in regard
to the following, The independent workers
of the world when we endeavoured to re-
siricl (he foreigners from working on the
mines, tried to the utmost of their ability—
and they had a considerable amount toco—
to show us where we were wrong, and they
certainly objected to anyone trving to re-
strict any nationality whatsoever from
working in the mines. We find in this
Chamber that we also tried to make that re-
striction in the Mines Regulation Bill.
What do we find happened heve?

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Do you mean dur-
ing the war?

Hon. J. E. DODD: No,

Hon. J. Cornell: We were preparing for
war time.

Houn. J. E. DODD: We were told exactly
in the same words as the independent wor-
kers’ used, that we were cowardly, un-Brit-
ish, unmanly, beeause we tried to limii the
number of workers in the mines. In Han-
sard members will find where I said that
this Chamber, as sure as we were sitiing
liere was courting trouble. We have had
trouble and we are likely to have more be-
fore the queslion is seftled. That is the
only comparison I wish to make regarding
the two institutions. '

Hon. W. Kingsmill: I am relieved.

Hon. J. E. DODD: In connection with the
Esperance railway, as a member for that
province through which the railway was go-
ing to run, I feel very keenly the action of
the Government in stopping the work. Per-
sanaily I can see no justification whatever
for their action. T resent the statement
which has been made that there has been
concealment regarding the nature of the
s0il.  There has never heen anyv conceal-
ment regarding salt in the soil or the al-
leged presence of salt. Mr. Cullen said in
his last speech in the House that there
were 13 rows of samples shown in the pre-
cincts of the House giving the analysis of
the soil. As Mr, Drew has pointed out, this
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circular 1 now hold in my hand was sent
to every member of the House. T think
there were something like 3,000 or 6,000
printed drawing attention to salts in the
soil and reviewing some of the statements
made by Mr. Mann. It is curious to note,
especinlly coming from the Hon, R. J.
Lynn, that Mr. Mann is now a theroughly
competent chemist in every way when he is
dealing with the question of soils. In the
last speech I made prior io this one, [ was
trying to show that Mr, Mann was a com-
petent  chemist in conneclion with  the
whisky standard. Mr. Lyun, however, was
one of those who objected on the score, I
think, of Mr. Mann not being an eilicient
analyst.

Ion. J. Cornell; Did not the present Co-
lonial Secretary also objeci?

Hon J. E. DODD: T cannot well remem-
her now. The report which I have here is
one by two departmental officers, Messrs.
Middleton and (’Brien, who were sent
down to examine and classify the land of
Esperance. They said that the report of the
Agriculiural Advisory Board, appointed by
the Moore (Government, recommended the
eonstruction of a line G0 miles north of Ks-
perance, that Mr, Paterson issued a minority
report in which, without condemning the
country as unsuitable for farming—he said
he was not long enough in the district—he
felt quite satisfied as to its quality and also
as to its holding capacity for water conser-
vation. The point which was wunsed and
emphasised against the construction of the
Esperance ling for many years was that
the Esperanece soil would not hold water.
That bogey was thrown up against supporters
of the line time and again, hut we now find
that it has been dispelled and that the land
will hold water just as well as in any other
porlion of the State. That is proved. We
find, even after so many years and at a
time when the hopes of the settlers were
likely to be fulfilled, that, despite the fact
that authority for the line had been passed
by hoth Houses of Parliament, and by large
majorities, the Government stepped in on
the plea that salts have been found in the
soil and stopped the railway. I am not going
to tire the House by reading many of the
extracts from this document, which was sent
to every member of hoth Chambers and to
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various newspapers. There are, however,
one or two points which I wish to make.
In dealing with Mr. Mann’s report it is
stated here that Mz. Mann satd—

I have throughout adopted the standard
of .05 per cent. salt as being, in my
opinion, a reasocnable one, although there
is a considerable amount of variation
amongst authorities on this subject; the
limit of endurance of crops being stated
at .from .03 per cent. to .5 per cent.

There is no fixed hard and fast standard as
to the quantity of salt in the soil which
would condemn it for wheat growing pur-
poses, and members who would like to read
this would find that various auiborities are
heing quoted and various arguments put for-
ward which do not coineide with those of
Mr. Mann's. The report goes on to say
that these anaylses were made largely from
soils taken after a considerable portion of
the season's rain had fallen, and that some
of the salt on the surface must have been
there when these samples were taken. T
would like to say here that Mr. Rogers, who
is & well known settler in the Esperanee dis-
triet, met me in the street not long ago and
I had a talk with bim upon this mat-
ter. He told me that as far as his land,
was econcerned, the samples of the soil
were taken right down on the lagoon on
the worst part of his property, and that he
had deliberately asked that the samples
should be taken from this portion of his land
in order that he might ascertain the highest
pereentage of salt in his land. Mr. Rogere
is prepared to vouch for the truih of this,
but he conld not tell me at the time who took
the samples.

The quantity in our soil samples eom-
pares favourably with the “limit of en-
duranee for wheat” given by the Ameriean
authorities, and a few samples are down to
and helow the standard adopied by the
Government analyst {Mr. Mann)}. To this
must he added the fact that hay and some
wheat has been grown on the mallee belt
In salty soils so much depends on the quan-
tity of moisture and other eonditions thai
it seemed to me impossible for anyone t
sav how much salt (between .03 per cent
and .5 per cent.) wheat will stand in dif-
ferent parts of our agriculiural areas.

Yet we are accused of deliberately eoncealing
Mr. Mann’s report. The figures dealing
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with the very worst samples that Mr, Mann
took are shown in this report and that has
been sent round to every member of hoth
Houses. Surely members would not expect
the Hon, 3Alr. Drew to go into every detail
in gonnection wilh this railiway. T remember
that when 1 had charge of the Railway Sur-
veys Bill, members told me that they weré
prepared to pass a survey, as they stood,
without any further information on the sub-
ject. The hon. member who introduced the
Bill gave a very lengthy speech, and i
seems to me that almost every point
that could be raised for or against the
measure was taken by Mr. Drew at
that time. Now, I would like fo point
out that this area of country, which in some
of the older lands, would be looked upon
almost as a kingdom, the Government is
prepared o condemn for all time, this
huge tract of country wineh we have at Es-
peranee, [ lave heard references made by
the Hen. Mr. Kingsmill and the Hon. Mr.
McKenzie, who have known the distriet for
very many years, admit that Esperance is
the best harbour in Western Australia from
any point of view. From the point of view
of heauty there is nolhing to compare with
the Esperance Harbour, and the Hon. Mr.
MeKenzie has contended that there is no
difficulty in making it the best harbour in
Western Australia, Yet we find that a
tract of conntry such as this, similar to many
large tracis in other parts of Auslralia, is
to be condemned and a Commission ap-
puinted on which hardly an individual is
known who has oceupied any public posi-
tion. I am not going to say one word about
the Commission, as men they may be pos-
sibly the besl; but to take a clerk out of the
Taxation Office, a squatter and a farmer
from the South-East, and ask them te report
on such lands as Esperance and condemn it
for all time, I think is an action worthy
of econdemnation. If the Government
wanted a fair and impariial Commission
why did they pot go to the Eastern States
and there get hold of some of the men who
know the mallee lands? Personally I can
say I have had a good deal of experience
with mallee lands in Vietoria and in New
South Wales. In Vieforia, at Warrackna-
beal, on the Wimmera, I remember that for
vears and years no one would take them,
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for the same reason as the Esperance lands,
there wus no water, there was not sufficient
rainfall, there was too much salt, and the
lands could be taken nup at £3 a sgunare mile.
To-day these lands are the most prolific wheat
producers n  Australia, And the same
{hing applies to the mallee lands on the
western side of Spencer’s Gulf in South
Australia; the returns which have been se-
cured fromn those lands have been equal to
Lhe returns from any other part of the State.
I hope that, even now at this late lour,
something may be done by the Government
to give more fitting representation to the
settlers of the mallee eouniry on that Com-
mission. Wlatever the report of that Com-
mission may be, I am inclined to think that
it will fail to give satisfaction. There
is nothing further I can say in connee-
tion with the HEsperance business. I do
sincerely vegret that the opponents of the
line, who lave opposed it year in and year
ount, should have seen fit to take the action
they have done in appointing such a Com-
mission to deal with it, Now, I would just
like to refer to the question of edneation,
which has been touched upon by the Col-
onial Secretary and bon. members, who stated
that the Government were prepared to go on
inereasing secondary schools in the Btate,
establishing secondary schools in varions
country cenfres, and do all they possibly
coulil io encourage edueation. I am sure,
if they fulfil their promises, there will be
very few members of Parliament who will
take exception to them. The Labour
(Government initiated the system of free
education, whieh the TLiberal Govern-
ment have stated they are going to follow
and ecarry ouf, and the Labour Government
initialed the scheme of secondary schools
and made edueation free at the Universify.
e established a secondary school at Kal-
goorlie, and at various other cenires, and en-
deavoured to encourage education in every
possible way., I would like to refer to the
crilicisms 7regarding the wmoney spent in
¢harities. A certain amount of money may
have heen misspent. I do hope however
that the Government will be very careful
in'all they do in limiting the amounts they
pay lo the widows on hehalf of children.
Although the amount may be somewhat
large it is better to spend a little in helping
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children than in many other directions.
May I he permitied to refer to the question
of redistribution, that is, the Redistribution
of Seais Bill. We are somewhat in the dark
as to what the Government’s proposals are,
but it is understood that they will appoint
a Commission. The Liberal parly has learnt
a lesson in regard to redistribution, and the
fact that they are going te appoint a Com-
missicn is an open secret. [ would like to
know why the Governmeni does not rein-
trofuce the Bill which was introduced by
the Labvur Governmeni. [ know the Hon.
Leader ol {he House was responsible for the
wreeking of that Bill. No Bill to my mind
could be fairer than (he Bill that was intro-
duced hy the late Government—a range of
1,200 was allowed in a quota of 3,000
eleciors. If the Government are going fo
take a wide range then they will not he
in a much better position to obtain support
for the Bill. "[he hon. member was prepared
te place Northam in the category of the
smaller electorates.

The (olonial Seeretary: And will do so
again.

Hon. J. E. DODD: Northami, Buanbury,
Toodyay, and many other towns some 60 or
70 miles away from the metropolis, making
them a lesser quota to Kalgoorlie and the
seats on the Goldfields some 400 miles away.
1f this were the scheme of the redistribution
it will meet with very bitter opposition.
I have been wondering whether the proposals
will provide for the straightening out of
the Sussex boundaries. We hope so. These
bonndaries, in my mind, are most undigni-
fied, but perhaps the proposals now heing
made 1n the Bill will provide for an amend-
men! of the Sussex boundaries, In regard
to the votes for soldiers, T am inclined to
agree with the Government, provided sufli-
ctent safeguards are made. The man who
is fighting for our ecountry is entitled to
every consideration, and if we can give him
a fair chance then I for one will do s0. In
reference to the taxation proposals of the
Government, we find they propose lo insti-
tufe an amusement tax to wmeet the expenses
ol the cepatriation of soldiers. Now, T do
not know that anything can be urged against
an amusement tax in connection with other
taxes, but if the Government were going to
propose that an amusement tax only shall
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be placed on the people of this State to
meet the expenses ol the repatriation of
soldiers, 1t seems to me to be very wrong in-
ieed. The amnsement tax is going to hit at
the poorer class of the community, and it
will hit ihem to a very much greater extent
than the wenlthier class, and if we are
suing to leave the men in receipt of high sal-
aries and business men and others go scot
free in the way of taxation and simply im-
pose a tax upon the amusement of the
people, well, T am rather inelined to think
that this House will have something 1o say
about it. [ was somewhat interested in the
ifferent opinions of some of the members
of the Ministry in regard to taxation. We
tind that the Premier some timne ago, in deal-
ing with the question of taxation, made the
following statement—

Many pevple objected 1o the rarnival
and such forms of compefition for raising
money. He did not desire to say much
on that score, but the people whe were
howling for increased taxation did nut
know exaclly what ihey were aiming a1,
Yo one wanted fo pay by dirvect taxation,
but they would pay willingly through such
methods as the caraival. They could gol
far more by voluntary conlribuiions than
hy laxation, provided the objects were puf
before the public attractively so as to en-
tice money from their pockels.

These were lis sentiments and the state-
ment was made some weeks ago. Appar-
cntly when introducing taxation yon may
tax a man to any amount you like
indirectly, bul so soon as you ask him
for something ouf of his pocket he will fizht
against it. That was Mr. Wilson’s atti-
lode at that time, he does not believe
in taxation of the people direetly. The
Hon. Mr. Colebateh has alse expressed
an opinion on this question, but he stater
that he believed in dirvect taxation, in going
to the people straight-out, just as 1the
Y.M.C.A, has done. T believe that Mr. Cole-
bateh las stated his belief in such methails
pretty freelv. Personally I am inclined tu
follow Mr., Colebateh rather than the Pre-
wier. How they will square their differences
of opinion when they come to the considera-
tion of (axing measures I cannot say, but
doubiless it will he arranged satisfactorily
to the Government if not so satisfaciorily
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lo the Labour Party. Personally, I believe
in taxing all, whoever they may be, aceord-
ing to their means. Reference has been
made to the deficit, but while there
has been much ecriticism on this point,
very liltle indeed has been said as to
the causes contributing to the deficit. I
think that the Labour Government, which
was entrusted with the administration of the
affairs of this country during a period of
drought and war, came through the ordeal
very well indeed so far as finances is con-
cerned, and if the present Government do
as well 1 shall not find very great fault with
them. A good deal of eriticism has also been
indulged in regarding the losses supposed to
have been made by the ftrading eoncerns.
Attention in this eonnection has been dir-
ecied 1o the fervies. It has to he remembered
that the Qovernment took over the ferries
owing to lthe unsatisfactory nature of the
serviece under private enterprise.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: It is worse now,

Hon. J. E. DODD: And that the Govern-
ment made every endeavour {o improve the
serviee on what it was when taken over. Had
it not bheen for the national trouble which
this eountry steuck in common with the rest
of the Empire, I have no doubt that the
ferry service would have paid very much
betler than it has done. The hon. gentleman
wlo has inlerjected disputed a statement
made by the Colonial Secrefary in this re-
gard.

The Colonial Secretary:
offieinl slatement; not mine.

Hon. J. E. DODD: And T suppose the
statement made by the Hon. Mr. Drew in re-
gard 1o the fish supply was also an official
statement. Some of the officials of the Colonial
Secretary’s Department are somewhat ot a
loss just new 1o know where they are. With
reference to lthe Implement Works. Here
again is an enterprise which was founded by
the Labour Government for ihe benefit of
the farmer, and yet we have been told by the
Hon. Mr. Baster that the Labour Govern-
ment did nothing for the farmmer. The some
may be said with regard to the briek works.
IHad these brick works not been established
it is beyond question that consumers would
have been paying more than twice as much
in recent months as they have for the bricks
used. Many of the other State enterprises

That was an
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can be enumerated in the same way. There are
one or two figures in regard o finance which
I think I should be in order in guoting, to
show the amount of money which was spent
by the late Government in the interests of
the farming industry, whiech various mem-
bers bave told us the Labour Government
did nothing for. 1 find that prior to 1911
the amount advanced in the three previous
years by way of loan by the Agricultural
Bank amounted to £1,015,000 and the amount
repaid to £455,000; so that the amount of
new capital found by the Liberal Govern-
ment in that period amounted to £656,000.
During the term of the Labour Government
the amount advanced was £1,820,000; the
amount paid back was only half of what
hiad been paid back during the term of the
previons Liberal Government, and amounted
te only £238000. Therefore, the lLaboum
Government had to find in new capital in :
similar period £1,582,000, as ecompared will
the £6536,000 found by the Liberal Govern-
ment. Yet we ave told that the Labour Gov-
ernmeni did nothing for the farmer! Hare,
it may be remarked, is to be found one of
the conlribating causes to the deficit. Then
again, in regard to loan funds, it may be
interesting io members to know that of the
£32 per head by whick the public debt was
increased doring the term of the Labour
Government, £10 19s, was expended in the
construclion of railways; the Agrienltura)
Bank aceounts for £6 12s.; agrienlture gener-
ally, including assistance to settlers, for £2
&=, 6il.; and water supply and sewerage, £7
10s. 8d.—or a total of £23 ont of £32, which
has bLeen devoted to what may be ealled the
agricuttural industry. And yet the Labom
(Government is charged with having done
nothing for the farmer. Then again, in
regard to the Industries Assistance Board
there are one or two details regarding the
assistanece which has been given to settlers
to which I will refer. Tirst of all, cash
advances amounted to £243,000; stores.
wages, ete., £29,000; fodder, £267,000; seed
wheat, £137,000; fertilisers, £139,000; twine.
oil, bags, and machinery, £155,000; insur-
ance, £27,000; horses, £14,000, and agist-
ment for slarving stock, £1,000. The total
advances under the Industries Assistance
Board amounted to £1,281,000, I think these
figures speak for themselves, and prove eon-
clusively that ihe Labour Government had
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at hearl the interests of the man on the land
and did all they possibly econld for bim. The
Colonial Secrelary has lold us that a Bill
is to be introduced to provide that the owners
of leaselold lols under the Workers’ Homes
Act shall be permitted to make their hold-
ings freebold. Here again [ think the Gov-
crnment 1s making a mistake. “'he reason:
advaneed by the Hon. Mr. Drew appeal alsc
to me. ‘I'he prineipal reason is that as surely
as we are lere, if this be done these lots will
gradually revert back into the bhands of a
tfew men. That has been the experience ir
many other places. 1 remember that at
Broken Hill under this elass of land lenure
for a year or lwo everyone became poessessed
of a frechold lot and became ihe owner of
the land and house in the course of a few
vears. When bad times struek them, thesc
holdings gradually eame into lhe hands of
speculators. 1 think it will be found that
if these now holding leasehold workers’
homes blocks are permitted to make them
freehold, the same thing is likely lo oecur
here. T hope very great consideration will
be given to the wording of the proposed Bill.
There are one or two matters of whieh the
CGrovernment omilted to inake mention. Fjrsl
of all the Liberal Government has not inti-
mated to the House its intentions in regarc
te the control of trade. 1 do not find any-
thing promising that the Government will
take steps towards reducing the cost of liv-
ing, which is so high al the preseat time. Tn
almost every country of the world the legis-
latures are legislating in the direction of
doing something to control private profits.
In Enzland almost ever sinee the war firs!
bhroke out Bills have Deen introduced and
passed through the legislature limiting the
prices of food. Last year in England the
inerease in rent was also stopped by legis-
lation; and I think the Imperial Govern-
ment are now bringing in a Bill to take over
almost entirely the control of trades. Vet
we find in Western Australia, where prices
have risen so very high since the war

began, no provision at all is being
made by the Government to legislate
in that direction. Another omission is in
regard to the liquor trade. There is

nothing more pitiable than the abroga-
tion by the Premier of his authority to
deal with such a question as the liquor
traffic. He is not even willing to bring in
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a Bill as a Gtovernment measure to give to
the people the right of saying by referen-
dum at what hour the hotels shali be closed,
but would rather that the responsi-
hility for such a measure should be
taken by a private member. This atti-
tude I believe is owing to the fact
that the members of the Government
themselves are not at one in regard to the
proposals affecting the liquor trade which
should e pul forward. No provision is to
be made to bring about a liberalised fran-
chise for this House. The Leader of the
House stated at Northam some years ago
that the franehise for this House shonld
be made more liberal. I hope that the
Alinister’s opinion on this matter will have
some influence with the otller members of
the Government. One remark was made by
Mr, Cullen during the course of the debate
to which I would like to refer. ¥rom the
tenor of the hon. gentleman’s remarks it would
seem that he considers it to be beneath the
dignity of this House to econcern itself with
sucl [wo-penny half-penny matters as fish
sirlls and that the only thing worth con-
sideration is wheat. But I want to say that
if the people of this State could get more
fish they might do wilh less wheat. Nor do
I sce that it is undignified for this House
to discuss such matters as fish, I remem-
ber the late Hon. Frank Connor bringing
into this Chamber & large piece of meat in
eonnection with a discusslon then taking
place, and I do not see that it is any more
undignified for this House to diseuss fish
than to diseuss meat. Bui if one adopted
ihe hon. Mr. Cullen’s standard, one would
think that wheat was the oanly commodity
in the world to be discussed. I was very
much struck at the mildness of the hon.
member’s criticism with regard to the Gov-
ernment’s action towards the FEsperance
railway. It struck me, as it also struck
the Hon. Mr. Drew, that he would have
been much more severe in his criticism had
the Labour Government made a similar
proposal regarding Esperance as has been
inade by the present Government. The hon.
member would not have found in the dic-
tionary words strong enough to express his
indignation at the Government for taking
such a step. The mild charge he brought
against the Colonial Seeretary augurs well



198

tor the pearce of mind of the hon. wember.
l.ct e refer to the statements made by Mr.
Lynn. T do not know that I have ever heard
a more parochial speech than that which
the hon. member delivered. He condemned
Ilsperance, he condemned Bunbury, he con-
demned Albany and Geraldton, and every
other port tn the State, except Fremantle.
Had the hon. member been consistent and
taken his critieism right into Fremantle,
one could have understood it. But the hon.
member said, ‘Do not spend any more
money on Albany; do not expend any more
on Geraldton. Esperance is rvight out of
the question.’’ Then the hon, member in-
vited us to spend as much as ever we liked
on Fremantle. There is a stand for a poli-
tician- to take!

Hon. R. J. Lynu: It is the eorrvect one,

Hon. J. E. DODD: T do not wonder at
Mr. Carson’s reference to the centralisa-
tion bogey. There was one point which
Mr. Lynn missed. I want to know what
he has to say in respeet to the two million
pounds to he spent in bridging the Swan,
the million to be spent in shifting the filter-
heds, and the enormons amount involved
in projected tramway extension all round
the Canning electorate. He said nothing
at all about these things.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Somebody else did.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The only thing he
could think of was the futility of spending
money in our onter poris.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: You do not take the
tramway extension seriously, do you?

Hon. 4. E. DODD: The member whe
was respomsible for making the staiement
in the House did. I do not think the hon.
meniber abjected to any of the expenditure.

Hon. R. .I. Lyonu: T do not take the pro-
position seriously.

Hon, 4. E. DODD: We shall see afler
the war. 1 do not wonder ai Mr. Miles
taking exception to these statements. 1
think he is to be congratulated ags a new
member on the breadth of his views. He is
woing io he an aequisition to the House.
One thing he menlioned I might perbaps
help to clear up, namely, in regrad to the
medical service. Tt 15 almost impossible at
preseni to serure a medical man. T think
the leader of the House will be able to con-
vinee Mr. Miles of that. Tt is impossible to

[COUNCIL.]

get wmedieal men except for military serviee.
Of cunrse thev are to be congratulated on
their patriolism. Even when two or three
metlical men ean be secured we find that
they have one of the strongest unions in the
Commonwealth, and that they know how to
look after themselves. In regard to the
trolley tor the Marble Bar railway, the
gquestion first came before the late Govern-
ment.  Just before we went out of office it
wag brought under my notice, and I am not
sure now whether 1 authorised the purchase
of that trolley or whether 1 asked that an
estimate ot the cost should be obtained. I
do not know what may have heen done since,
but 1 hope the Government will do some-
thing to afford relief io these outback cen-
ires. It is certainly needed. The leader of
the House niade reference to the guestion of
conscription, and to our attitude in regard
{o the war. This question must give every-
one very serious thought. It is hard indeed
for many of us to know what to do, I
want to make this perfecily elear: When, al
a time such as this, it comes to a question of
country or party, I am going to stand by the
conntry, We are faced just now with a posi-
fion never previously known in the history
of the world, and, whatever our former
views, it seemns (o me there is at present bal
the one issue, namely, the winning of the
war. IF it is absolutely necessary that we
shall have conseription for Australia, I will
not hesitate to advoeate it, in order that we
may eome out on the right side. I could
never tolerate tle abandonment of our fel-
lows at the {ront, and I am inclined to think
there are bul very few in Australia who
would tolerate it. The reception that was
ziven to the proposals of Mr. Hughes in re-
speet to the referendum when first they were
made was sulficient to arcuse the indigna-
tinn of all right-thinking people. There went
up a howl over the sopposed downfall of
Mr. Hughes. T think that almost everyone
can now realise the diffienlties with whieh
Mr., Hughes was faced. T have always taken
the stand that the Federal Government
know best what we require in regard to onr
forces at the Front. They know things
which we cannot know, and T am prepared
to truet the Federal Government and sup-
port the methods they may employ in win-
nine the war, provided that due allowances
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are made in respect to taxation and the look-
ing after of the dependants of those at the
Front. In regard to taxation, we know per-
fectly well what is required, because we
know that the Government have had to bor-
row money at five per cent. or six per cent.
in order to earry on the war. But in regard
to the number of men required, we are not
so well informed, and I am prepared to trust
the Federal (Government in that respect.
What alternative to conseription has been
proposed in the event of our not getting suf-
fictent men under the voluntary system?
There are in  Australia  hundreds of
thousands of anti-conscriptionists thor-
oughly conscientious in their ideals. I
have no fault to find with them. 1
myself have been anti-conseription all my
life, and it is only the absolute necessity
of the case which has caused me to alter
my views. What alternative, I ask, is pro-
posed in the event of voluntavism failing ?—
and it has failed. It is significant that right
through the State, in many of the country
distriets and some of the suburban areas,
there have been passed resolution affer reso-
lution opposing the taking of any further
men from the respective cenires. But we
have not been shown any aliernalive. Those
who have passed those resolutions and de-
clared “You shall take no more men from
us” have never said “We are willing to pay,
as an alternative.” If people would but look
a litlle more impartially on the question,
they would not carry sueh resolutions, reso-
Jutions which have resulted in the display of
a good deal of animosity towards eonsecrip-
tion. Personally I believe we should make
every effort both in men and money, to come
out on the right side of the war. In respect
té the suggestion that harm will be done to
the couniry by the conseription proposals of
Mr. Huoghes, I am of opinion that the pro-
posals of Mr. Hughes and others to carry
on a retaliatory and revengeful {rade war
after the close of the wmilitary war are in-
finitely more dangerous to the country than
the preoposal for conseription. We have an
imperative need to take steps to put an end
to the aggression of the Central Powers; but
if we are going on a policy of revenge and
retahation in commerce we are proposing to
do something whieh will bring abount another
military war very shortly after the deelara-
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tion of peace. It has been said on many
vecasions that there are in Australia but
very few people who are making money out
of the war, 1 was interested in reading an
extract from an American paper, an inter-
view with the manager of the Sydney Morn-
ing Herald, a genileman who stands very
high in the ecommercial life of the Coramon-
wealth. .

Hon, W. Kingsmill:
ley?

Hon, J. E. DODD: Yes. This is what
Mr. Conley said to the interviewer—

One of the results of the war shown in
Australia is that it has made a crop of
newly rich men, the same as war orders
have added scores of millionaires to the
list in America. Many wool-growers have
made fortunes on aceount of the war.
When the war began they thought they
would be ruined, instead of which they
have been made wealthy.

That being so, surely those men made rich
by the war eould pay something more fo-
wards the carrying on of the war than they
are paying al present.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: The Federal
Government have the necessary power to tax
them.

Hon. J. . DODD: Yes, and I wani them
lo take that power and to institute a better
svstem of taxation than they have al present.
In this eonnection T may remark that 1 have
received a telegram from Mr. Hughes. stat-
ing that his finanecial proposals will be laid
on the Table of the House of Represenia-
tives to-morrow. He also agrees that very
much better provision will have to he made
for the dependents of our soldiers., and a
hetter financial method evolved for earrving
on the war. We will all be glad when those
finaneial proposals are made publie, in order
that we may know just where we are. T
have been somewhat indignant at times
at the wvery one-sided altitude adopted
by the newspapers in regard to strikes.
Time and again we have had lead-
ing articles on the enormity of men sirik-
ing during war time, and we have found
politicians going ahout unequivoeslly eon-
demning strikes. No doubt they are right in
the attitude {hey adopt, but why do theyx
stop there? Why not give lhe other side
as well. and show where the other fellow

Ts that My, Con-
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is making thousands of pounds out of war
profits? Why do they not show what is
being done in connection with frauds worked
by army contractors?  We hear nothing
about those things. But when a union goes
on strike with a view to securing a liltle
more of the world’s goods, the newspapers
of Australia {hunder at the enormity of their
action. Jt is only recently that we have
leard of a number of men sentenced to
terms of imprisonment in London in econ-
neetion with Army contraets. Personally
I think those men should be hanged. For
any man who would deliberately set himself
to put forward an inferior pair of bools
or something inferior in conneclion with the
clothing of our soldiers, the only fit penalty
is to hang him. ‘We have heard very litlle
from the newspapers or from the politicians
in regard to these cstablishments. I do not
know that I have anything more to say ex-
cept that 1 would like to repeat that every-
one of us, no matler who we may be, will
endeavour te fulfil our obligations in regard
to this war, and if these obligations need
compulsory service—and it is absolutely
necessary—I, for one, will advocate it.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £648,000.
Al Stages.

Received from the Tegislative Assembly
and read a first time.

Standing Orders Suspension,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY
H, P. Colebatch) [547]: T move—

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable the
Supply Bill to pass through all its stages
at this sitting,

(Hon.

Question passed.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY

H. P. Colebateh) [5.48]: I move,
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The object of the Bill is to provide supplics.

The PRESIDENT: T have to say that the
Bill has to be passed by an absolnte majority
of the House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

(Hon.

[COUNCIL.]

In Commitlee, etcetera,

Bill passed through Commiitee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Debate continued.

Hon. IL. CARSON (Central) [550]: I
desire to congratulate the hon. member, Mr.
Colebateh on attaining Cabinet rank. If he
is as good as an administrator as he is as a
eritie, then the State will be fortunate in hav-
ing him as an administrator, and I believe e
will be that. 1f he is as eourteous and eon-
siderate as our late leader we will be very
wel] satisfied, and T do net think we have
any misgivings in that respect. Regarding
Dr. Saw, I know every member regrets the
necessity for his departure from our midst.
He was a very great acquisition to this
Couneil Chamber, and whilst we may regret
his departure from amongst us our regrets
wiil be tempered by the faet that hg has
zone on a very creditable misston to relieve
the sufferings of our hrave soldiers, Refer-
ences liave been made to the recent elections,
and we have heard different deducliovs from
varicus members. Now 1 disagree with the
hon. mewbers with the deductions they have
arvived at. I consider that the loss of the
Eastern Provinee eleslion by Mr. MeCabe
was due to the fact that the Country party
had decided to support the Liberals; not as
{he Hon. Mr. Drew contends, that the country
did not agree with the attitude the Country
party was taking towards the Liberals, but
becanse they were instrumental in driving
the late Government from office. Neither
gentlemen who have referred to these recent
eleciions have referred to the Ministerial vie-
tory. I think ihese elections very strongly
prove that the country is very glad indeed
to have the present Administration in office.
It is only natural that the Labour party
should be annoved, and they say that the
Liberal party have hought the Country
party, or as one hon. member puts it, taken
them in. Hon. members will keow that I, as
member. for Geraldton in the Legislative
Assembly supported several Liberal Aa-
ministrations, and 1 have no regrets
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on that score. They made mistakes
and now they are endeavouring fo
wake amends for those mistakes. We
have not been bought. They have reeiised
their mistakes, and the Hon. Mr. Drew has
referred to one of them which they have
realised, and which I trust they will amend.
1 may say, as a couniry member, that the
last few years has more than ever egnvinced
me of the need of a Party to represent the
producers of Western Australia and to safe.
guard their interests,

Hon. J. Ewing: Did not the Liberals do
that?

Hon, H. CARSON: Is it not right and
have they not full justification in having
combined foree in the Legislature of Western
Australia, but ! realise that if the Country
party is to properly represent the people of
Western Australia they must be prepared
to take a share in the administration. I
really believe thal ihe producers them-
selves will eventually turn down  the
Country party unless they do take up such
an altitude. We know what an Independent
party means, and T was never in favour of
an Independent party. T wish to mention
that in one stage of the history of the Labow
party they took up the very same attitude as
the Country party has taken up, and the
very same language might have been used
towards them on lhat occasion as they use
towards us at the present time. They call
us bushrangers, and the Labour party then
were bushrangers to the same extent as the
Country party is now. I was never an
extreme parly man and I hope I never shall
be. 1 desire lo brielly refer to some of the
Government proposals. I think the country
is nuite in aceord wilth the Premier's Poliey
Speech as delivered some short time back in
his own electorate. I am personally in
aeccord with the intentions of the Gowern-
ment to do away with fhese fish and meat
stores. It is a very different matter to talk
fish and deal with it, and I am quite with the
Government in its intentions to do away
with these stores. 1 hope they will do away
with all business councerns that are mot up
against monopolies. Language is not strong
enough to express what one thinks in regard
to the attitude of the Government in respect
of fish and@ meat stores. Why should one
seetion of the community be catered for at
the expense and disadvanfage of other sec-
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tions? I do think that our Ministers have a
far more important work to do in the admini-
slralion of the great affairs of this State than
going into such businesses as fish and meat
stores, which only tend to interfere with
the progress and prosperity of the State gen-
erally. I am very pleased that the Govern-
meut intend to make it easier for the country
scholars to get better education and the high-
est and best of education. The Colonial
Seeretary in speaking some while back as
leader of this House referred to the inten-
tion of the Government to start bigh schools
in the provinces. Now I am quite in accord
with that, but I do hope that more will be
done in regard fo agricultural edueation.
1 think it is a great shame that in a huge
Slale like this where we are looking for-
ward to the agricultural industry deoing sc
wueh for the State, there is so little being
done in regard to agricultural edueation. T
do hope that these schools will be estab-
lisked, and that agriculture will be tanght
not only in theory but in practice and on
the best lines. At the present time
we have an agricultural school af Nar-
rogin. Now the Government have several
State farms, and I think they might
reasonably, with good effect, establish
similar school farms ihroughout other
poriions of the State in order that every
part may he caiered for. I live G00 miles
north of Narrogin. I have my boy at the
Narrogin State Farm, which is being run
well and doing good work. Regarding pri-
mary educalion, I know that the supplying
of schools in outhack places is a very great
problem. 1 am glad the Covernment have
already reduced the average necessary to es-
iablish schools in outback places. I believe
at the present time the number is eight, but I
am sure there will be great diffieculty with
that average for every child to receive edu-
cation. T have a long letter in front of me
from a person in the most northern agrieul-
tural area asking that the Government
should eslablish hoard schools at the nearest
populated centres. At the present time it
is impossible for a child to reccive anything
like a fair eduealion in these way-back
schools, and the reason is the difficulty in
obtaining teaclhers, more especially quali-
fied teachers, and it is a crying shame that
the department should send out to these
places young girls of 18 or 19 years to carry
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on educational work. While this suggestion
might be a good one I de ot think it weuld
be generally accepted by the people out
back. I recogmise it is a problem to give
every child an education along these lines.
Regarding the Esperance railway, I may
say | was very much surprised and also dis-
appoinied that the Government should stop
this work. It is really a very serions matter
and a very great responsibility for any
Government to take on their shoulders after
an Aet has been passed, to stop such a work.
There may be very good reasons for so

doing. Certainly the latter portion of Mr.
Mann’s report is mot very favourable,

but I do not think we can lake Mr. Mann as
an authority on wheat growing. e may be
a very good analyst, but in the concluding
portion of his report he says that it would
be hazardous to profitably grow wheal.
That portion of his report is certainly seri-
ous, and the returns from that portion of
the Slate give some ecredii to his report, [
am not altogether pleased or satisfied that
the Commnission which has been appointed
15 the right Comunission, or that the gentle-
men are capable of making a report on this
matter. | am quite in accord with Mr. Dodd
when he said he thought it advisable for the
Government to get an expert from the Bast-
ern States to report on this matter, It is
only natural that persons should take ex-
ceplion io Mr, Dempster being appointed
on the Comimission, especially as chairman,
when we know he is a pastoralist. We know
that pastoralists are against closer settie-
ment, especially when that closer settlement
approaches near to their own runs. It is a
very great pity that the recommendations of
Mr. Palerson and other experts were not
carried into effect. The Government should
have established experimental farms and
tested the country properly by working the
same. [ should be very sorry indeed if the
report is unfavourable. It is very hard to
think or realise that such a lhuge tract of
country is unfit for profitable cultivation.
Hon. J. Ewing: What is the rainfall?

Hon. H. CARSON: The rainfall is satia-
tactory, 12 or 14 inches. Regarding the
salt, there js a great deal of land in Western
Australia with very mueh salt in it, and 1
de net know that the land at Esperance is
likely to be much worse than that in other
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portions of the State. T do not know any
of the gentlemen who have been appointed on
the Agrieultural Commission, but as far as
I can pather they are men who are capable
of undertaking the work, We all realise
the agricultural industry is in a very par-
lous condition, that it is necessary to find out
the cause and if pessible to remedy it. There
have been several things against the pros-
perity of this industry. Our land policy
has been wrong; secondly, we have had ab-
normal  conditions prevailing for iwo or
thiree years, and the tarilf deeply affects the
industry. Then, again, our railway charges
{which have already been referred to by Mr.
Cullen) and other matters have placed the
industry in this parlous condition. Men
have gone on to the land withont mueh eapi-
tal, some without any at all. They have not
had stock, and some people state that wheat
growing is not profitable unless there is
mixed farming or stock is carried as well.
1 sympathise with the Government. Mr.
Dodd envies the Colonial Secretary becaunse
he says lie will nof have much criticism, but
1 do not envy the Government in the task of
putting the finances in a satisfaclory condi-
tion. 1 am quile satisfied we have a coun-
iry righ in natural resoureces, and with in-
creased population and ecapifal, working
harmoniously, we shonld have the most
prosperous State mn the Commonwealth, I
am a firm heliever in ec-operation and the
iovernment should give assistance to any
co-operalive movement for the production of
wealflh and ihe distribation of the same.
There is another matter that has been
hrought hefore (he Government and both
Hounses of DParliament, and I hope the
(overnment will give immediate attention to
it—an amendment of the Agricnliural Land
Repurchase Act. How the Government will
do il 1 do not know, but it is imperative that
titis matter should be taken in hand at once,
the Government cither accepting the interest
and allowing the prineipal Lo remain as they
do with workers’ homes, or extending the
leases for 30 years. T do not know how, but
somethine must be done quickly. Reference
has heen made to the Avon and Yandanooka
estotes, and these should be dealt with at
the same time along the lines T have indi-
cated. Like Mr. Dodd, T desire to congratu-
Iate Mr, Miles on his return without opposi-
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tion amd on his very fine address to the
House. There was nothing parochial in if
and 1 can, after that speech, refer 10 the Vie-
toria disiriet without appearing parochial.
My, Miles advocates the establishment of
freezers at the port of Geraldion, whieh
would be a wonderful asset for the Siate.
Not pniy will it inerease the number of
stock but it will cheapen meat, and the coun-
try in the Vietoria distriet would be de-
veloped mueh better.  Just recently we bad
the South-West (ommissioner visiting the
Victoria district.

Hon., R. J. Lynn:
well.

Hon, H. CARSON: Nol only did he in-
dicate to the settlers in that district that be
had been sent to the wrong distriet to estab-
lish bacon and dairy industries but he said
lie would report so to the Minister, He said
the Government had made a mistake in not
sending him to the Victoria distriet rather
than the Soulh-West. It was admirable
country for daity and bacon industries. At
the present time the people are endeavour-
ing to form a co-operative freezing works al
(ieraldton, and 1 would sooner see a ¢o-
operative institution there than a Govern-
ment institution. [ hope the Government
will give the matter every consideration.
The Government will have some gentlemen
from that portion of the State waiting on
them soon asking for a gift of land,
and the land ihat they will ask for
is of very little value now, hat it would be
of great assistance to the formaiion of this
company, and [ hope the Government wili
give the request favourable econsideration.
How nnlike Mr. Miles was My, Lynn, I
am glad Mr. Dodd referred to Mr. Lynn's
speech. He was really the spokesman of cen-
tralisation, whieh is the great curse of Aus-
tralia.

Hon, J. Ewing: That was the justification
for vour party.

Hon, H. CARSOXN: Mr Lynon was
against all ports exeepting Fremantle be-
cause goods could be exported cheaper at
Fremantle. The port charges at Fremantl:
are cheaper than those at the outports, but
the producers have to pay higher railway
freights. and the people at Geraldion arc
paving 4d. per bushel more handling
charges for wheat than at Fremantle, XMr.

You banquetted bim
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Ddd has reterred to the Couniry party not
giving reasons for allying themselves witl
the Liberal party. The Country party had
very good reasons for deposing the Labou:
Ciovernment. Who is going to bear the finan-
cial burden? Is it not the producers of
Western Australia? and our deficit is enor-
oL,

Hon. J. E. Dodd : \Who are the producers?

Hon. H. CARSON: There are several
branches of producers. There were other
reasons for the Country party and Liberal
party joining forees. What was the atii-
tude of the Premier when a deputation
wished to interview him in regard {o super-
phosphates? He refused to hear them. I
regret some of the things done by the Labour
Government. L will give anr illustration; ii
is a very small one, but I know of others.
Near my place there are some people who
bought wheat from neighbours and they
carted it themselves. These people were
eharged 4d. a bushel for doing this work and
6 per cent. on the money. That is not fair,
bul this is the sort of thing the farming
community have had to contend with.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 till 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [7.35]:
1 yuite agree with the remarks made by Mr.
Carson, and alsoe by Mr. Dodd, that we should
not pay too much atfention at this slage to
party considerations. At any time party
considerations are of minor importance, but
there never was a time in the history of the
Ewpire when parly considerations should
weigh so little as at present. In the remarks
I intend to make it is not my desire {o in
any way embarrass the Government; they
may be taken rather to give expression to the
views I hold and which I believe are held
by a majority of those I represent for the
suceessful government of this State, the in-
terests of which I trust we all have at heart.
I would like, at the outset, to call the alten-
tion of the new Ministry tothe faet that the
Trans-Australian railway is approaching
completion. The distanee between the east-
ern and the western railway heads has been
eradually diminished, and now it is but litile
more than 200 miles. The western rail head
has passed ont of the territory of Western
Australia and is now in South Australia,
and the line is almost certain to be completed
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within the next six or seven months. Will
the completion of that railway a new eras
will be entered on so far as the history of
Western Australia is concerned. It will
bring the people of the capital some days
nearer to the Eastern Sfates, and, when the
line is linally ballasted, and when the speed
that it is expected- will be reached on the
railway, is travelled, the Eastern goldfields
will be Drought within less than 30 hours’
journey of Adeluide, and they will be placed
on one of (he world’s main roads. What 1
desire to call the Government's attention tc
is the fact that that projeet will complete a
railway through 450 miles and more of West-
ern Australian tervitory. That ferritory has
hitherto been regarded as useless and
has been neglected because of its inaccessi-
hility, but now that it is traversed by a
railway, the position is altered materially.
Last year 1 had occasion fo travel all over
that country, far ahead of the ihen
western  head of (he Trans-Australian
railway, to a distarce of some hundreds
of miles into the territory of Somth Aus-
tralia. | do not profess to have any know-
ledge of pastoral lands, and would not ven-
ture to offer any opinion of my own regard-
ing ihe value of that country for pastoral
purposes, but I refuse to think ihat it war
ever infended by ihe Creator that it should
remain  uncccupied and  undeveloped.
The character of the country is lime-
stone well covered with salt bush and
blue bush, and some people, whose
knowledge of pastoral matters is very con
siderable, say that it is undoubtedly an asset
to the State, and that at some future time 1
will earry a considerable number of sheep.
At the various railway camps at the head o’
the line, sheep are to be seem waiting for
the butcher, and growing fat on the natural
feed. One man who may be known to many
members of this House, an old goldfields
prospector, Mr. Talbot, some 20 years ago
went out into that eountry and took up land
some distance south of the railway line not
far from Eucla. He has successfully carried
on pastoral pursuits there for the whole of
that period, and he bas been doing so unde:
great difficulties. His place was isolated anc
his nearest market was Kalgoorlie, which wa-
between 300 and 400 miles distant. Around
Fowler’s Bay, in South Australia, there is
somewhat similar country to that, and T
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understand there lias been considerable de-
velopment there of late so far as the pas-
toral industry 1s econcerned. I mention thes:
facts in the hope that the Government will
do something for thai vast area of country,
an area in extent as great as the whole of

(he settled area of Western Australia.
There has been built 450 imiles of
railway throngh pastoral territory at

no expense to the State, and surely the
Covernment can do something towards the
ulilisation of this territory. Just now ihe
State is so much overrun by royal commig-
sions and boards of inqguiry fhat I
hesitate hefore suggesting an additional
body of that kind, but 1 will say that I think
there 15 no betler suhject for inquiry in this
State than an inquiry to see whether or not
that territory can he pué to some useful
purpose. What 1 understand is necessary
i3 a water supply. That is essential.
The Commonwealth authorities have heen
doing a good deal to solve that pro-
blem, because it is a problem that they
themselves have been inlcrested in, as they
require water for their trains. They have
large dams, while they have also been experi-
menting by means of sinking. 1 understand
that in many places they have struck good
stock water. If an inquiry of the kind that
T suzeest be held, if it will do nothing else
it will advertise the pastoral possibilities of
that country, and therefore will do some
good.

Hon. J. Duffell : Ts the water all brackish?

Hon. J, W, KIRWAN: I was told i was
good stack waler in some of the places, while
in others it was impregnated with salt, L
know this much, and I saw it for myself,
that on the Nullahor Plains, the Commou-
wealth authorities have sunk many galvanised
iron tanks. These were intended mainly for
travellers, and every tank that we came 1v
we found full to overflowing with fresh
water. I understand that the rainfall is suf-
Beient to Al any tank that may he there and
the rainfall is fairly good from a pastoral
point of view. Tt may be said that we shall
be opening up the eountry lo provide traffic
for the Commonwealth railways. The reply
is that the Commonwealth railway is =
feeder to the State railways. Even if it
were not so, T do hope that no snch
narrow spirit will aetuate those whose duty
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it is {o devetop the whole of the State of
whieh they have charge. I would also like
1o mentron Lhat 1 hope the new Governmeni,
in its desire to make good in the estimation
of the people, will do somefhing with a view
ol promoting elficiency and economy, es-
pecially in the matter of lessening the duph-
cation of the Commonwealth and State ser-
vices. Wy should there not be one sel of
oflicers to collect the State and Common-
wealth Jand and income laxes? Surely one
set of forms could e prepared Lo give all the
mflormation that the Commounwealth Govern-
ment wonld want, and all that the State
Guvernment wonld require, and the {axes in
each cose eould be caleulated aceordingly. I
that were done, it would be a big convenience
to the taxpayers, who would be saved a great
deal of trouble, while the cost of collection
would be materially reduced. Tle same ar-
gument applies to the Siate and Common-
wealth Electoral Departments. Why should
not one department be able to do the Com-
monwealth and State work? We are told
there are diffienlties in the way of these
malters, that the boundaries of the elector-
ates—State and TFederal—are not the same;
and we are also told that the franehise for
the State and Commonwealth is not identi-
eal. It is quite true that these difficulties
exist, but surely none of the difficulties is
beyond the ingenuity of man to overcome.
¥ know that the late Government endeav-
oured to do what it ecould in this mat-
ter, and I hope that the new Gov-
ernment will push on the work that was
begun by their predecessors, and en-
deavour te bring it to a complelion.
These matters of the duplieation of the
Commonwealth services are, after all, of
very small moment in comparison with the
question that before everything else faces
us at the present time. The war has heen
touched upon by other speakers here, and it
is not our province to deal with it, but
what I particularly want to refer to is the
slate of the finances as they have been af-
fected by the war. Our finances are part
and parcel of that great quesiion and are
partieulary within the provinee of those of
us in this Chamber and in another place
who have to deal with State matters. The
burden of the war overshadows every other
question, and every proposal we make. Tt
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is in ne ecarping spirit that I say that,
judging by the remarks made in another
place, the Treasurer seems hopelessly to
have fuiled to grasp the seriousness of the
finaneial position that faces this State,
I do that the last
ment fully grasped the seriousness of the
The last Government might
probably have done a great deal more than
they did in that respect, hut when the late
Ministry was in ollice, those at the preseni
time sitting on the Treasury benches were
veaseless in their ¢ry that the Government
mnst straighten the finances. With that ery
[ had a good deal of sympathy. Now that
the eritics of the late Government have got
inta office, 1 ask the House to consider
what the Government propose to do. so
far as we know. At the end of De-
cember last, the 31st of that month, the net
indehtedness of Western Australia was over
£106 per head. Since then the net indebted-
ness of the Stale per head has gome up.
The (emmonwealth war loans which have
alveady heen floated have increased our in-
debtedness £10 per head, and that is
not nearly the full extent of our war
liabilities. Furihermore, the war is not yet
over. No one can say how long it will last,
bui it is fairly certain that before the war
will have ended the Commonwealth liabili-
ties will have greatly inereased. If we take
the most optimistic view of the war these
will directly be double what they are fo-day.
That we will win the war there can be no
yossible doubt, but 1 do not think that the
Commonwealth ean look for payment by
means of an indemnity. The Central Powers
will be so impoverished by the war that I
fail to see how they can pay any indemnity,
and if they had any means by which to pay
an indemnity those couatries whose terri-
tories have been ravished by the war, namely,

not  say Govern-

position.

Belgium, France and Serbia, will have
claims prior to our own. This makes
the econviction  certain that it will
be necessary for the Commonwealth to
impose taxation that will be praetic-
ally erushing. The Hon. J. E. Dodd

has referred to what the financial proposals
of the Commonwealih are going to be. I
understand they are to be introduced on
Wednesday., I did hear in Kalgoorlie that
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a man who was in a position to make in-
quiries from the Commonwealth GGovernment
received a telegram to say that something
in the form of a conseription of wealth wag
io be introduced this week, that is, to-mor-
row. There are, of course, various forms of
conscription of wealth. All taxation is con-
seription of wealth. What that really means
one does not know. At any rate, we can
safely assume that the proposals, whatever
they be, will be very drastie, but I do not
think they will be more drastie than cir-
cumstances warrant., In considering the
affairs of this State we cannot lose
sight of the fact that there will be the pay-
ment of the interest and of the sinking fund
on the loan indebtedness of the State and in

addition to that we will have to pay in- -

teresi—and it is a rather high rate of in-
terest compared with the interest paid
in  the pasi, namely, 4% per cenl.
—whieh has been charged on the Com-
monwealth loans. Furtherwore, we will
have to pay the taxation whieh is to be in-
troduced to-morrow, and probably if the
war lastg, it will be but an indication of what
we will uave to bear later yn. Tf ever there
was a time when we shonld live within our
incomes, surely that time is the present.
Hon. J. Duftell: Hear, hearv !

Hon. J. W. RIEWAN: The Government
propose to tund the defieit. That is a {ime-
honoured plan of getting rid of the defieit.
T do noi object to that proposal, but what
I do think one lLas a right to know is what
will happen then.  After the deficit is funded
what guaraniee have we that the Govern-
meni are going to live within their income?
The proposal rather indicates that the econ-
trary will he ihe case. As 1 rvead the Trea-
surer's speech it mmplies that not only the de-
ficit For ihe exisling year, pre-supposing that
there will be a deficit for the existing year,
would he funded, bui that he would make
provision for the funding of the deficit for
future vears., That is a mosi objectionable
propusal. What does it mean? To my
mind it savours of a temptation for future
Treasurers to spend more than their in-
come. If they can simply go on by the auto-
matic process which this Bill suggests.
namely, fund the defieit, it will certainly
mean that Treasprers, as we have known
them in the past, will go on regularly Eund-
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ing their delicifs.
at al] events.

The Colonial Secretary: There is no in-
{ention of thai sort.

Hon, 4. W, KIRWAN: [ am very glad to
lear it. The Treasurer was very sketehy in
his propoesals, and it was in reply to an in-
tevjection in another place which led me to
suppose that is what he meant. He cer-
tainly made a remark that the deficit for
the existing year would be funded. I read
it two or three times, and endeavoured to
make it out, and then I think Mr. O’Loghlen
made another interjection which led
to the remark that it would be for
fulure years. However, | accept the
Colonial Secretary’s correction and [
am  glad to hear it. I think it
would be a very objectionable proposal to
provide for future deficits by funding.
Whilst there conld he no objection to the
Tunding of {he deficit as it exists, I eertainly
zhould object to any provision which would
deal with future deliciis by the machinery
of any Bill which would be passed through
this Parliament. Whai indication does the
Treasurer give that this State under bis ad-
ministralion is going to live within its in-
come? There are three modes and only
three by whieh one could favour a reform

That is what is implied,

which would bring that abont. The new
Ciovernment could introduce fresh faxa-
tien, retrenchment, or increase the

charges for public services. Al] these forms
of dealing with fhe financial position are un-
doubtedly olijectiohable. They would ail
make the Governmeni unpopular, but at a
time like this there is no Government, whe-
ther it would be this Government or any
other Government, that could straighten the
finances without becoming very unpopular.
If the Covernment have not the pluck
to beeome unpopular or risk unpopularity
al 2 time like this, it seems to me that they
arc lacking in their duty.

Hon. J. Ewing: Why was this not taken
in hand bhefore?

ton. J. W. KIRWAN: There is all
the more necessity that it should he
taken in hand npow if it was ' not

taken in hand hefore. What do the Govern-
ment propose to do, so far as their financial
proposals are coneerned? There is one pro-
posal that they do make, and that is for
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fresh taxation. After all their talk about
siraightening the finances the mountain
in labour is producing a ridiculous
mouse in lhe form of taxation on amuse-
ments and inereased taxation upon the totali-
sator,

Hon. J. Duffell: Rome was not built in a
day.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: These lhen are
the proposals of the Government, a Govern-
ment who, above all other things, when’
going to the country promised that they
would do their besl to straighten the finances.
The proposed taxalion is very good in
ils way, but infinilesial as far as straighten-
ing tie finances of the State is concerned.
Consider what the Clovernment bave done
sinee they came into office. In order to
please cerlain of their political friends they
made a reduetion in railway charges which
will lessen the revenue by many times as
much as the new Government will get from
this proposed increased tax. 1 do nol know
exactly what the total loss of revenue from
tilese decreases in the charges will inean.
It has been estimated by the late Colonial
Treasurer, Mr. Seaddan, in a speech made
on the goldiiclds a few days ago, that the
total loss of revenue from what the Govera-
ment have done up lo the present will
amount to £160,000 a year. It seems very
large, but the previous Colonial Treasurer
ouglt to know. The Government certninly
talk of lessening the trading coneerns.
Several of these eoncerns seem (o me to he
metely experiments. I always believed that
if any of them proved to be unsuccessful
they shonld be shut down, after it was cer-
tain that there was no hope of thein improv-
ing., T would like lo know if even the most
ordinarily drastic proposals regarding the
State trading concerns will set the finances
straight. Tt will not. even supposing the
State irading concerns are the loss they
have been represented to be in this Cham-
ber and in another place. One of the
State {rading conrerns that I would sug-
=zest the Government should put an end to
is one that 1 in this House strongly vpposed;
ithat was the Wyndham Freezing Works.
You will reeolleet, Sir, that when the Bill
came before this Chamber to start the Wynd.
ham Freezing Works, I was almost the only
member—1 think T was; T am pot sure
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whether Mr. Cornell did not support me—to
oppose that proposal. 1 did so as strongly as
I possibly could. T thought as the war was
then on that it was no time to star{ fresh en-
terprises of that sort. 1 pointed out to hon.
members of this House that they were con-
stantly erying out against the socialistic
enlerprises of the then Government. 1f
there was ever a time to call a pause it was
then. | did what | could to impress upon
this hamber that they, at any rate. should
take a stand regarding the Wyndham
Freezing Works, and this House, which is
supposed to contain so many anti-socialists,
s0 far from opposing the Government for
embarking on an esperimental venture of
that kind, belauded the Government with
praise; thev congratulated the Government,
amd the project was agreed to practically un-
animously, 1, however, did what T eould
against the Wyndlam Frezing Works,

Member: You are only jesting.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: T was nol. Why
should 1 be accused of jesting? 1 tried to be
as serious as I possibly could, and I have
since opposed them as I opposed them then.
The Government would be perfectly justi-
field in now stopping the works, provided
they get the sanction of Parliainent. 1 have
heen told that Vesty Bros. are desirous of
purchasing those works. J do net know
whether it is true or not, but I wounld suggest
to the Government that they should make
enrnuities and xee what could be done in thal
direction. We muast remember ibhat those
works are =o far removed from Perth that
the question of supervision would be an ex-
tremefy diffiecult one, and wmany other argu-
ments might be used against them. DRepre-
senting, as | do, a mining province, I desire
1o say a few words regarding that
imiustry.  Mining is constantly referred to
and some of the members of the present
Covernment liave zone oui of their way "o
represent it ag a dying industry.  Mining
lo-day is the most prosperons indnstry i
this State. 30 far as the experience of the
past 20 vears in Western Australin i< con-
cerned. 1t is unyuestionably {he mosi stable
indusiry—1it is the only staple industrv in
Western Australia. Tt is quile true that par-
tienlar mines may have zone down, thal par-
ticular loealities may have gone down: bal
the mining industry has zone on steadily
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turning out the wealth that is so valuable
to this State. 1t has gone on spending mil-
lions in wages and supplies, the money for
which has percolated all over the State, all
through this city and all over the agricul-
tural areas. The mining industry, I say, is
the one staple industry which Western Aus-
tralia has had for the past twenty years.
Agriculture has boomed at intervals, but it
has more often failed us than not. The
timber industry also constantly fluctuates;
it has had its good years, and it has had ils
bad years. We know that the pearling in-
dustry is in a very parlous state. I would
like 1o remind hon. members of what has
been spent in the last few years on the de-
velopment of agricullure, and whai has heen
spent on the development of mining. In
the Statistical Abstract we have a state-
ment that the amount spent on agricultural
development in one year was over a million,
and ibe amount spent on the development
of mining was about £98,000,

Member: A considerable amount of money
spent on agriculture was in the form of
loans.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : Money spent on
mining development was also loans. Now
if the same .amount of money  was
spent on mining as wuas Spent on agi-
tulture, T venture to say we wonld have had
belter results from it, and the State would
have been in a better position. We shouild
not forget that we lave in Western Aus-
tralia the largest auriferous area in the
world. It extends from Ravensthorpe and
Dundas in the south right up to Kimberley
in one conlinuous belt, and the surface of
that area, as it has so often been truly said,
has only been seratched. There are mining
possibilities that will provide work for many
generations yet to come, and the hopes
of this State must largely, at any
rate for many years to come, depend
upen mining. [ do not want for one instant
to discourage the agricultural indusiry; I do
not say for one moment that money should
not he spent in the development of other
industries; neither is it in any spirit of hos-
tility or opposition to agrieulture, or whal
has been done for agricunlture, that I speak.
But T would urge thal more attention
should be paid to mining and lhat in its de-
velopment it should receive a fair share
of the money available for the de-
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velopment of our primary industries.
That is all T ask. I am not disparaging what
has been done for other industries, nor am
I desirous of doing so, but I do say that we
shonld receive a fair share of the money
for the development of our primary indus-
iries. The late Government has often been
aceused of neglecting the agrienltural indus-
try. Now, it has appealed to me that the
Jate Government—often cailed the goldfields
Government—has been more than generous
towards the agricultural industry, and if Lhe
'resent Government, whieh is not a gold-
fields Government in the sense which the
other Giovernment was; if it is only half as
generous lowards mining as the goldfields
Government was towards agriculture, well,
the mining people will he more than satis-
fied. T would like, before 1 pass away from
mining, to ask this Government to back up
the efforis of the last Government regarding
the Federal War Profits Tax. The Bill ‘os it
is before the Commonwealth Government,
provides that the profits on goldmining
should come within the provisions of the
War Profits Tax. Now, the War Profits
Tax i85 a copy of the War Profits Tax that
was introduced into the Imperial Parlia-
ment. That Wartime Profits Tax did not
make any reference to goldmining, and he-
cauge it was a direct copy, the Bill as it is
now hefore the Commonwealth Parliament,
imposes a taX on gold mining profits. The
Bill was intended to tax the profits that were
acquired as the result of the war. There can
be no such thing as war profits in gold min-
ing. The war cannot in any way have in-
creased the profits of goldmining; # may
have decreased the profits. 1t has eertainly
inereased the expenses, and all the Common-
wealth (Government need do is to have a
clause in that Bill providing that the taxa-
tion shall only refer io profits that have heen
made as a result of the war. By no process
of reasoning ean increased profits of gold-
mining be oceasivned by the war, Lf the Bill
mnerely carries out the intention as clearly ex-
pressed in its title, then (he mining interests
will ask no more, hecanse gold mining pro-
fits cannot be taxed. Furthermore some of the
mines on the Golden Mile, such as the Great
Boulder, would not be tonched under the pro-
visions of the IWar Profits Tax, but only the
mine that has become profitable within the
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last two years, perhaps after years of strug-
gling. 1t is ihe mines that have become
profitable since the war or during the last
two years that would ecome witbin the pro-
visions of the Bill as it now stands, and that
is certainly most nnfair. It seems to me the
most extraordinary thing that the Federal
Treasurer does not seem to realise that the
Bill in its present form goes far beyond the
intentions of the framers and s gnite con-
trary to the very tille of the Bill.

Member: It shows his ignorance in re-
gard to Western Australian mines.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: It is not a mat-
ter that affeels Western Australia only; ib
affects the goldmining industry of the Com-
monwealth, But it affects Western Australia
to a considerably greater extent than any
other State of the Commonwealth, because
goldmining is vastly more important to
‘Western Australia than to any State else-
where on the continent. As Mr. Dodd
pointed out we produce something like 50
per cent. of the total gold yield of Australia.
Now, | wonld like to refer to the action of
the Government in stopping the Esperance
Railway. That action did not come as the
least surprise to me. It is consistent with
their poliey of centralisation. I tried as a
member of Parliament to get the late Min-
isters to push on with the work, and the ar-
enment T used was that if the party now in
office came inlo power it would find some
exense to stop it T think I told nearly every
member of (he late Ministry that if the then
Opposition became the Government they
would find some excuse to prevent the line’s
consiruetion. We have heard the Colomial
"Secretary, we have heard fhe Treasurer,
and we have heard all the Min-
isters, say we want to restore the au-
thority of Parliameni. After what they
bave done regarding the Esperance railway
talk of that kind ean only be characterised
as clap-trap. In another place there were
only seven members who voted against the
Esperance railway. It had a very substan-
tial majority in this Chamber, and the pre-
sent (fovernment, which came in to restore
the authority of Parliament, without con-
sulting Parliament and merely on a flimsy
excuse, stopped the work that Parliament
had ordered to be carried out. T knew that
the Government would take action of that
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kind. The Ministry dare not do anytbing
contrary to certain interests in this State.
The Premier was bound to block the line at
all hazards. May I relate an instance which
illustrates the Premier’s methods? It may
be of value to my Country party friends,
and possibly a warping to them. When the
recent by-cleciion for Coolgardie was pend-
ing it was generally believed in Perth, and
no doubt there were a numhber on the gold-
fields who thought, that the election was go-
ing against the Lalbour party. The Govern-
ment saw a prospect of adding another vote
to their slrength in another place, a vote
that they badly wanted. It was at that time
that the Premier, in an interview published
in the TWest Australian of 5th Augnst, about
a waek before the polling day at Coolgardie,
made a very remarkable statement referving
to the Esperance railway. He stated it was
the Liberal Government that had built the
first section of that line, namely, the see-
tion from Coolgardie to Widgiemooltha, and
then from Widgiemooltha to Norseman, I
believe this statement, clearly implving that
the Government were favourable to the Es-
peranece line, was deliberately meant to in-
fiuence the election, notwithstanding (the
fact that Mr. Wilson never meant to build
the railway. The statement did not pass
wnnoliced in Coolgardie, where there is a
laree number of people to whom the Esper-
ance vailway is a vital matter. Some
of the Coolgardie people who could in-
Hluenee many votes told me that the
Government were going to build the
Espcrance railway, When I asked for
their anthority they showed wme the state-
ment by Mr. Wilson. T told them he would
never huild the railway, and I gave them
some reasons for so thinking. But they said,
“Surely the Premier is not so contemptible
as to seek to win votes by a miserable mis-
representation of his own intentions!” I
then told them that in order to make cer-
tain that I bad not misjudged him I would
have a telegram sent to him asking what he
really meant; but I added that he would
not reply until after the election, and that
then his reply would be unfavourable. The
teleeram that was sent to Mr. Wilson read
ag follows:

Re your public reminder that it was the
Liberal Government who built first divi-
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sion of the Esperance railway. Many
Coolgardie electors and others would be
glad if yon would kindly say whether you
favonr construction of the line between
the head of the Esperance-Northwards
railway and Norseman, so that the project
that you point out was begun by your
party may be completed. We shall be
pleased fto give prominence to an early
and definite answer. Reply paid.
That was sent to the Premier on bebalf of
several eleetors of Coolgardie. More than
ten days afterwards, or about three days
afler polling day at Coolgardie, Mr. Wilson
replied stating that he intended to stop the
work on the Esperance railway. The Pre-
mier may eonsider that very smarl election-
ecring tactics, He may consider it clever to
take credit hefore an election for having
built the first section of the Esperance line
and then immediately after polling day to
stop the work on a flimsy excuse. But this
method of deceiving electors will not be
approved by any member of the House,
nor will members consider it wortby of a
man occupying the position of Premier of
the State, Mr. Dodd and Mr. Drew on the
floor of the House, and a number of others
elsewhere, have shown that there is not onc
vestige of foundation in the excunse that
Mr. Mann’s report was suppressed. As
members who were in the House at the time
will remember, there were 200 samples of
soil taken hy Mr. Mann and exhibited in a
huge glass ease in the corridor; and under-
neath the compartments in which the soils
were placed were full analyses of tbe soil.
Furthermore, Mr. O'Brien’s lengthy answer
to Mr. Mann’s report was distributed far
and wide. lKvery member had it. It was so
complete and effective an answer that Mr.
Mann’s rveport received hut litile atlention
from anyone until four vears later the
Ministry dug it out from the file and
sald that it liad heen suppressed, merely
1o  holster up the stoppage of ihe
railway. Such tacltics are worthy of a
Government who sought to delude the Conl-
sardie clectors. Happily those electors knew
whom they had to deal with, and the
device failed. The Premier and the Min-
ister for Agrieculture have always shown
bitterness and animosily towards Esper-
anee and the goldfields because the dis-
trict has for so long kept them out of
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office. If it be any satisfaction to them to
know that they have disheartened the settlers
in that distriet, they are welcome to that
satisfaction. But they have nob by their
action killed the Esperance railway move-
ment, because that will go on in the inter-
ests of decentralisation. The fact remains
that they have erushed the hopes and em-
bhittered the hearts of as brave and fine a
set of pioneering settlers as any part of the
Commonweanlth ever produced. I know
(hose men, and I know the stuff they ave
made of. The Colonial Secretary is fond
of quoting the returns of the district as
being low, and using it as an argument that
the land is mot valuable. Buat I notice that
the returns from some of the farms which
have been long established in the district
are mnever quoted. Tf the Colonial Seec-
retary or any olher members have any doubi
on the question they should visit the distrief,
when they would soon learn why the yields
quoted were not as high as they ought to
have been. The way those settlers have been
treated and their properties decried woull
lead one to suppose that the men in the
Esperance district were doing some wrong
I know that for a long time in this State if
was generally regarded as high treason iu
refer disparagingly to any land in Western
Australia—except of course the land in the
Esperance district. Some years ago a mem-
her of the Federal Parliament referred in
disparaging terms fo certain agricultural
land in Western Austrulia. What hap-
pened? The adjournment of this House was
moved, and all the members, one after an-
other, expressed their indignation at the dis-
lovalty to the State of the federal member
who had decried the properiy of our farm-
ers. 1t sirikes me thal ihe member of the
Federal Patrliamenr was nol altogether
wrong, and that the members of this House
who adopied that aititude and at the same
time did all they could to deery the Esper-
ance couniry were in a very inconsistent
position. The Esperance land has one fauli
and one fault only, namely, that it happens
to be hetween the goldfields and their natural
port. Had the land been anywhere else in
this State, it would have been boomed in all
the moods and tenses, and all sorts of efforis
would have been made to get men on to it
and to foster them in every way. The erime
committed by the settlers of Esperance in
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the eyes of the CGovernment is that they have
settled on the land they liked best. Many
of them know the State well, vetf like that
land best of all, and that land is unfortun-
ately situated in a place a railway to which
would interfere with the poliey of centralisa-
tion which was pursued by ibe first Wilson
Ciovernment and is being pursued by the
present Wilson Government. I am coun-
stantly meeting in Verth with goldfields resi-
dents who were induced to go on the land in
the weslern portion of the State. There is

not one of {hose men who does not
express regret at having gone on that
land. All of them have told me that the

land is not np to their expectations, and
they all express disappoiritment with it. On
the other hand I am constantly meeting the
Esperance setllers. Personally I know noth-
ing abont the valpe of agricultura! land. T
ean only judge the Esperance land by the
epinions of men who know what that land
is. Yel 1 do not know » single Esperanee
settler who does not express unbounded faith
in his land. All are disappointed with the
way in which they have heen treated by the
present Government, and consider also that
the late Government did not do all they
should have done. But all that ihe Esper-
ance setller wants is to enjoy the same facili
ties as are given to settlers in other parts
of ihe State. Of all those on the Esperance
lie there is not one whieh does not express
unhounded faith in the land and the future
of the distriet, provided it be given fair play.
The persennel of the Tsperance Commis-
sion has met with almost unanimous eon-
demnation. There ig on it not a representa-
iive of the people most deeply interested.
Neither the Grasspatch nor the Seaddan
hranches of the Farmers and Settlers’ As-
soeiafion have bheen consulted, nor has the
Fsperanee Land and Railway League or

the members of Parliament representing
the loeality. How wonld woun, gentle-
men, like to have yonr Jland judged
by men whose opinon vou have no

faith in, by men appointed without consul-
tation with you who have the best know-
ledge of the land? The suggestion made
by Mr. Dodd was a good one. There are
verv few men in this Staie who know any-
thing ahout malleee eounirv. Why not get
an expert in mallee lands from South Aus-
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tralin?  The mallee lunds of the Eastern
Stoles are very highly classed. In conver-
sition with a gentleman who asked me what
1 thought should be the personnel of the
Commission, I said that if the presenl Gov-
ernment wanled to appeint a Royal Com-
mission in whom the people interested
would have faith, it was no use thenr ap-
poittling any men who were the nominees
of the present Minister for Agrieulture, M.
Mitchell.  We all know that Mr. Mitehell
condemned the land before ever he saw it.
1 was present at a meeting where he con-
denined the land, and where, on being asked
it he had seen it, he had to admit that he
had not seen it. Then he went down to have
a look at the country, and he travelled over
the best part of it in the dark. Knowing
the gentleman as T do, I should imagine he
was asleep even then. He afterwards said
that he judged the country by the lrees he
saw at night time. That is the sort of
person in whose hands the fate of the Es-
perance distriet now rests. If the Govern-
ment want to appoint a Royal Commission
that would lave the confidence of the
people, why not ask the South Australian
Government to select an expert to inquire
regarding the value of the land?  Some
day the history of the Esperance rail-
way possibly will be writien. No railway
ever huilt or advoeated met with so much op-
rosilion, and few railways have had stronger
cases in their favour. Tt is some 20 years
since the Esperance railway was first advo-
cated, and the faet that its eonstruetion
has hitherto hcen prevented is a strikiog
example of ihe strength of the centralisation
movement in Western Australia. Probably
there is no other instance of a railway sanc-
tioned by Parliament and actually in course
of construction heing stopped because those
opposed to it eame into office. Moreover,
these opposed to it were in an insignificant
minority, as they eould only number seven
votes in a House of fifty. The fact that
the ratlway has been stopped is & proof that
the advoecates of centralisation are stronger
to-day than ever before in this State. Cen-
tralisation, as Mr, Carson has said, has in-
deed been the curse of Australia. At pre-
sent nearly 40 per cent. of the people of
this vast State live in Perth, and when the
vast area and the small population of West-
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ern Auslralia are taken inlo aceount the evil
of centralisation appears to have assumed
grealer proportious here than anywhere else,
probably, in the world. It is deplorable
that we have in power a Government whose
policy il is, despite any professions they may
make to the eontrary, to further that evil.
I elaim that in the interesis of good govern-
ment every district hias a right of access 1o
its natural port. The farmers of every dis-
trict have also (he right of access to their
natural market. IE that policy be not pur-
stued, so much the worse for the country.
But the policy at present seems to be, in-
stead ol encouraging the people to fill the
vacant spaces of this vast State, lo erowd
the people into the City. I eandidly confess
that [ have litile hope of the present Gov-
ernmenl doing what, with wearisome reitera-
tion, the Premier and the Colonial Secretary
constantly state the Government will do—
that is, restore confidence. So far as this
State s concerned, conlidence has been
shaken not so much by the caunses attributed
by the present Ministry as by the failure
of the agriculture indusiry fo realise ex-
peclations, and hy the decline of ather in-
dustries as the result of the war, I am con-
vinced that the present Government are
bound hody and soul lo the cause of cen-
tralisation, as proved by their determined
hostility to the Isperance railway. There
are forees which eompel the Government to
do things that perhaps some members of the
Ministry may not altogether like. I also
fear that the Government have not the ecour-
age to take that drastic aetion regarding the
finanees of the State whieh is necessary if
we are to avoid serious financial conse-
quences. 1 hope the new Govermment will
do more than I expect from them. I trust
that I may prove a false prophet in this
respect. There is nothing that would give
me greater pleasure than that my expecta-
tions on this head should not be realised.
But T am afraid that the Government will
not act in ihe best interests of the industrial
and eommercial advancement of this coun-
try. Before coneluding I would like to say
a few words regarding my old friend the
Colonial Secretary, and alse regarding the
Honorary Minister, Dr. Saw-—words of
congratulation and appreciation. Dr. Saw
I have known for a great many years, and
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I have always had a high adwmiration for
his ability and also for his transparent
honesly of purpose. 1 believe he will be
found of great assistance in the adminis-
tration of the Health Department; and
I trust that, if the present Government re-
main in power, Dr. Saw will soon come back
to assist in that work. Mr. Colebateh and I
liave known one another for a considerable
number of years. The majority of mem-
bers of this House, no matier how strongly
their views may have differed from those of
Mr. Drew, Mr. Colebateh’s predecessor, in-
variably viewed him with respeet, and that
respect was mingled with admiration for
Ar, Drew’s sincerity. 1 believe that whether
My Colebatel’s tenure of oflice be long
or short, he will prove to be a not unworthy
successor of dr. Drew, There are old ties
of friendship hetween My, Colebatch and
myself—ties which I hope no political dif-
ferenee will sever. When I came to Western
Anstralia first, as far back as 1895, longer
than one wishes to remember, Mr. Colehateh
and I were old journalistic colleagues. We
were in close association in the early days
of the goldfields, days of long ago, days
dear to both of us, and days that are hal-
lowed by the memorv of old ecomrades who
have passed away. I respected Mr. Cole-
bateh then; and, much as I may differ with
him, I respeet him now; and I firmly believe
that be is doing what he thinks will tend to
further the best interests of Western Aus-
tralia.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 840 p.m.




